
Future climate displacement 
in the context Marshallese history

Mark Stege, Maloelap Atoll Executive Councilman, Marshall Islands

PRP Webinar Series 5: Stories of Resilience, Recovery and Solutions in Contexts of Internal Displacement

December 3, 2020



No Choice but Migration
• 100% of Bikini, Rongelap are refugees

• Internal to Rongrik, Kwajalein, Kili, Ejit

• Rongelap unsuccessful return home in 1970s

→What did we learn?
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• By 2030*: 341 homes inundated 
– 2284 people displaced: 48% of Rita

• By 2055*: an additional 213 homes submerged 
– 1427 additional people displaced: additional 30% of Rita

• 2090*: an additional 151 homes submerged 
– 1011 additional people displaced: final 22% of Rita

*holding all other variables constant

Estimates by D. Davis. Prepared for the SfAA Conference, Albuquerque, NM. March 18-22, 2014.

Sea Level Rise + High tide

By 2030: 4-16 cm

By 2055: 10-30 cm

By 2090: 18-62 cm

240.5 cm


